
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
                      
 
 

                                                                                                                                                    

OCTOBER 2021   
If you would like to unsubscribe The BAVPA Beacon newsletter, please contact RON MANGUM ( magnumforce89@gmail.com ) or RUSSELL 
LINK at (rclbuffalo@msn.com). This letter is a great way to keep everyone informed about whatôs happening in our lives; please help us to 
keep it going.   

 
                                                                               LATEST BAVPA ALUMNI NEWS AND UPDATES  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Actor and Director DANIEL C. HENDERSON (2013), portrays First Son Jason Franklin in the Tyler Perry White House-based political drama, 

The Oval ( https://www.bet.com/shows/tyler-perrys-the-oval.html ) airing Wednesday nights on the BET Network. 
 
TVLine.com article, The Oval Confirms President and First Lady's Fate ð Watch Season 3 Teaser ( https://tvline.com/2021/09/16/the-oval-

season-3-date-trailer-bet-video/ ), the series returns Tuesday, October 12.  
 
GizmoStory.com article, The Oval Season 3: What are the Speculations and What are the Facts? 
https://gizmostory.com/the-oval-season-3-what-are-the-speculations-and-what-are-the-facts/.   
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Check out Classical music cover singer JAY DREFôs (2009) latest, single Autumn Leaves on all streaming platforms October 8 and listen to  

current release Caruso, https://open.spotify.com/search/jay%20dref.   
 
Listen to Live With Someone You Love from Martin Guerre ( https://modernclassicalx.lnk.to/LiveWithSomebodyYouLovefromMartinGuerre), 

performed by Dref and John Riesen.  
 
AmericanSongwriter.com article, Stephan Moccio Sets the Light of ñFirefliesò ( https://americansongwriter.com/stephan-moccio-sets-the-

light-of-fireflies/?fbclid=IwAR0VAqcPkDmkQ75lLZ47fyRylSqcpnNxqNat5zwSG872DwiYLJctf_UOI3M ), Dref performed two songs on Moccioôs 
album, Lionheart.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    Camelot, starring, from left, Gabriella McKinley as Guenevere, Darryl Semira as Arthur and Alejandro Gabriel Gomez as Lancelot. 
 
VICTORIA PEREZ (1997) is the Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Raices Theatre Company (www.raicestheatrecompany.com), SMIRNA 

MERCEDES-PEREZ (1992) and LISETTE DEJESUS are RTC members.  
                                                                                                     
MusicalFare Theatre ( https://musicalfare.com/ ) presents Camelot directed by Victoria Perez and Carlos Jones; the production runs through 

October 17; Smirna Mercedes-Perez performs in the musical.  
 
NationalToday.com article, Hispanic Heritage Month ï September 2021: https://nationaltoday.com/hispanic-heritage-month/.   

 
WKBW.com news report, Whatôs next for the Hispanic Heritage Cultural Institute on Niagara Street?: https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-
news/whats-next-for-the-hispanic-heritage-cultural-institute-on-niagara-street.   
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StepOutBuffalo.com article, Nature Unveiled: Drawings by Cindi OôMara ( https://stepoutbuffalo.com/event/nature-unveiled-drawings-by-cindi-

omara/?fbclid=IwAR0bVL05tNbMGfpp9A5tQp0al90TngojhanAlNYPupLyuugZBDsRsnZggtI) , the art exhibit will be on display during 
Camelotôs run through December 12.  
 

BuffaloNews.com article, MusicalFare Theatre: Postponed shows get new life: https://buffalonews.com/entertainment/arts-and-
theatre/musicalfare-theatre-postponed-shows-get-new-life/article_1a755760-06ab-11ec-8d7d-ff9db381dd04.html.   
 

RTC in conjunction with MusicalFare ( https://musicalfare.com/ ) staged In the Heights in 2020 and 2018.  
 
SCOTT ñGUSò POITRAS (1992) is the advanced carpenter in the San Francisco, CA staging of J.K. Rowlingôs stage play, Harry Potter and  

The Cursed Child at Curran Theatre in San Francisco, CA:https://www.harrypottertheplay.com/san-francisco/.   
 
SFist.com article, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child' to Return to Curran In January as One-Part, One-Night Play  
( https://sfist.com/2021/06/28/harry-potter-and-the-cursed-child-to-return-to-curran-as-one-part-one-night-play// ), 

the production returns January 11, 2022.  
 
WYRK.com article, óHarry Potter Party Festô Taking Place In Buffalo This Weekend ( https://wyrk.com/harry-potter-party-fest-taking-place-in-

buffalo-this-weekend/ ), the party will take place at Mohawk Place on East Mohawk Street, Buffalo September 26 at 7PM. 
 
Looper.com article, Harry Potter Spinoffs We Want To See On The Big And Small Screens: https://www.looper.com/491545/harry-potter-

spinoffs-we-want-to-see-on-the-big-and-small-screens/.   
 
Poitras was the Advance Flyman on Sara Bareillesô penned musical Waitress on Broadway at Brooks Atkinson Theater. The production 

returns to Broadway September 2-January 2, 2022.  
 
NewYork.CBSLocal.com news report. óWithout Theater, There Is Truly Something Missingô: Singer-Songwriter Sara Bareilles Reflects On 

Returning To Broadway In óWaitressô: https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/08/25/sara-bareilles-waitress-broadway-reopening/.   
 
Poitras was the Head Carpenter of the Broadway musical The Bandôs Visit ( https://thebandsvisitmusical.com/ ) at Ethel Barrymore Theatre. 

The production had its official opening December 8, 2016 and closed on April 7, 2019 after 589 regular and 36 preview performances. 
 
BroadwayWorld.com article Sasson Gabay and Janet Dacal to Lead THE BAND'S VISIT North American Tour:  

( https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Sasson-Gabay-and-Janet-Dacal-to-Lead-THE-BANDS-VISIT-North- 
American-Tour-20210902 ), the production will perform at Sheaôs Performing Arts Center ( https://www.sheas.org 
/performances/the-bands-visit/ ) November 2-November 7.  

 
Poitras was on the production crew of Beautiful:The Carole King Musical ( https://beautifulonbroadway.com/ ),  at Sondheim Theatre. The 
production closed on October 27, 2019 after 60 previews and 2,418 regular performances.  

 
UntappedCities.com article, BROADWAYôS HISTORICAL THEATERS IN TIMES SQUARE: https://untappedcities.com/2021/09/16/broadway-
historical-theaters-times-square/2/?displayall=true.   

 
GABRIEL ROBEREô (2005), JON CESAR (1989 ) and WGRZ-TV Channel 2ôs CLAUDINE EWING (1988) appeared in the 2018 action/sci-fi horror 
film, The First Purge ( https://www.uphe.com/movies/the-first-purge ) starring Frank Grillo, Elizabeth Mitchell, Oscar winner Marisa Tomei and 

Patch Dorragh. 
 
ComicBook.com article, The Purge Creator Says New Sequel Will Feature "Remapped America" (Exclusive):  

https://comicbook.com/horror/news/the-purge-6-james-demonaco-future-franchise-plans-frank-grillo/.   
 
MediaPlayNews.com article, óForever Purgeô Coming Home in September ( https://www.mediaplaynews.com/forever-purge-coming-home-in-

september/)  the Blu-ray Disc, DVD and 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray will be on sale September 28. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ALFONZO TYSON (1992), portrays Elder McLean in the Opera Susannah airing on WNED PBS' On Stage with Buffalo Opera Unlimited  
(https://www.wned.org/television/wned-productions/on-stage-with-buffalo-opera-unlimited/ ) streaming service November 22.  
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Susannah is an opera in two acts by the American composer Carlisle Floyd. Floyd adapted the story from the Apocryphal  
tale ( writings which are received by some Christians as an authentic part of the biblical criptures, but are rejected by others) 
of Susannah and the Elders that focuses on 18-year-old Susannah Polk, an innocent girl who is targeted as a sinner in the  

small mountain town of New Hope Valley Tennessee. 
 
BuffaloRising.com article, Spark Spotlight: Buffalo Opera Unlimited, Org of the Year Finalist: https://www.buffalorising.com/2021/05/spark-

spotlight-buffalo-opera-unlimited-org-of-the-year-finalist/.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
                           

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ELYSE SCALISI (1989) is the author of the memoir and self-help book, And Then What? ( https://store.bookbaby.com/book/and-then-what ), 
the book is available for purchase in paperback and eBook. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                  

 
 
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                           Author, Dancer, African Drum Instructor and Educator KRISTIN CRAGEôs (1988)  
                                                                                           publication, Woman to Woman-The Conversation, Part I is available for purchase:  

                                                                                           https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Conversation-Part-I/dp/0692164618.   
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                                                                             Woman to Woman-The Conversation, Part I Book Overview 
 
This series is about the conversations we never had, need to have, and still can have. Itôs about growing from girl to woman - living, loving 

and learning while finding self-worth and dignity in the face of serious setbacks and major challenges. This is the journey of releasing pain 
and anger, no judgment and no-holds-barred and finding the way to love. The Woman to Woman series is for every woman.  
 

 
     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                   Woman to Woman-Part II Book Overview                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Woman to Woman-Part II is the continuing series about the conversations we never  

had, need to have, and still can have. It's about growing from girl to woman; living,  
loving and learning while finding self-worth and dignity in the face of serious setbacks  
and major challenges. This is the journey of all that is unspoken to find the way to love.ò 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
To order copies of the Woman to Woman books and her first publication, Between Humans And Animals, go to 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/Kristin+A.+Crage?_requestid=2212812.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Mostly Modern Projects  (https://mostlymodernprojects.org/  ) Composer, Musician and Educator ROBERT PATERSONôs (1988) will conduct 

at Victoria Paterson's Birthday Celebration Concert ( www.eventbrite.com/e/tintinnabulicelebrating-victorias-50th-tickets-163397619679 ) 
November 5. For tickets and information, go to Event Britesô link.  
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Paterson announced the USA International Harp Competition( https://usaihc.org/7th-composition-

contest?fbclid=IwAR2GD2tJcb0xAhP2vgjzIGy9oDbumSw0wULSARy-O38rCCJ8PETt1u2vUE)   
is accepting entries; itôs one of the most prestigious music competitions in the world. 
 

 
A $2,000 prize will be awarded for the winning piece and no entry fee; submission deadline is October 1 to submit your  
application and November 1 deadline to submit your recording. Paterson is a member of the American Modern Ensemble,   

http://americanmodernensemble.org.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Check out Patersonôs new album, The Four Seasons, https://www.americanmodernrecordings.com/robert-paterson-and-american-modern-
ensemble-the-four-seasons?fbclid=IwAR2e48NCd7q9WSP59XQyWAqx3C8YKRx_PTmO44Z4tc-wPFblBjzQeMv6Qck.   
 

Paterson and his wife Victoria, created Music & Medicine ( https://www.musicandmedicine.live/ ) to provide healing, restoration, and the joys 
of music to hospitals, retirement homes, community centers, outdoor parks & businesses. Serving New York City and Saratoga Springs, NY, 
top professional musicians are hired to perform for their communities: https://robertpaterson.com/.   

 
LISA VITRANO (1988) is a member of the Road Less Traveled Productions ( https://www.roadlesstraveledproductions.org/ ) in Buffalo, NY. 
RLTPôs first production will be Hand to God on stage November 4-December 12.   

 
BuffaloRising.com RLTP related article, EC200 | When The World Shuffled Off to Buffalo ï The Rich History of WNY Theatre:  
https://www.buffalorising.com/2021/08/ec200-when-the-world-shuffled-off-to-buffalo-the-rich-history-of-wny-theatre/.   
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Singer, Multi-instrumentalist, Poet, Songwriter, Activist and Businesswoman ANI DIFRANCO (1987), performs at Haw River Ballroom  
 ( http://anidifranco.com/?page=tour_moreinfo&event_id=144232616&site_id=anidifranco ) September 26.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
DiFrancoôs album, Revolutionary Love is available for purchase:https://righteousbabe.ffm.to/revlove-preorder.ofp.  

 
DiFranco is an advocate for The Breathe Act ( https://breatheact.org ), a legislation that would radically transform the nation's criminal justice 
system by eliminating life sentences, retroactively expunging drug crimes, shutting down multiple federal agencies and permanently closing 

prisons and immigration detention centers, among other agenda items. For more information about the bill, go to link. 
 
DifFranco portrayed the character of Persephone on the Anaµs Mitchellôs Hadestown concept album available now on Righteous Babeôs 

record label:https://www.righteousbabe.com/.   
 
 

DiFrancoôs memoir, No Walls and the Recurring Dream and audio recording are available for purchase: 
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/558143/no-walls-and-the-recurring-dream-by-ani-difranco/9780735225176/.                 
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                                JESSE L. MARTIN (1987) portrays Joe West on the CW-TV ( http://www.cwtv.com/) superhero series, The Flash. 
 
                              

 
                                                           RE:UNITING, THE FLASH, RENT, LAW & ORDER AND TICK, TICKéBOOM! NEWS  
 

BleedingCool.com article, The Flash "Armageddon" Director Checks In, Shares BTS Images:https://bleedingcool.com/tv/the-flash-
armageddon-director-checks-in-shares-bts-images/.   
 

ComicBook.com article, The CW Reveals Details For The Flash Event "Armageddon" (https://comicbook.com/tv-shows/news/the-cw-reveals-
details-for-the-flash-event-armageddon/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=news_tab&utm_content=algorithm), The CW announced the  
eighth season will kick off November 16 with a five-part special.  

 
CBR.com article, The Flash: Every Hero & Villain Confirmed for Season 8's Armageddon Event: https://www.cbr.com/flash-tv-armageddon-
heroes-villains/.   

 
BleedingCool.com article, The Flash Director: 5-Part Season 8 Adventure "Epic" & "Legendary":https://bleedingcool.com/tv/the-flash-director-
5-part-season-8-adventure-epic-legendary/.   

 
 
IGN.com-The Flash/Arrowverse related article, DC FanDome Lineup Includes a New Trailer for The Batman ( https://www.ign.com/articles/dc-

fandome-2021-date-new-batman-trailer), she second-annual virtual event will showcase all the new DC projects in the works October 16.   
 
BroawayWorld.com article, Seventh Season of THE FLASH Will Be Available on DVD Oct. 12: 
https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwtv/article/Seventh-Season-of-THE-FLASH-Will-Be-Available 

-on-DVD-Oct-12-20210729.   
 
YouTube.com video, THE FLASH Season 8 Latest News + Everything We Know: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGhFOswpTfU.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Deadline.com- Rentôs Anthony Rapp related article, BroadwayCon Fan Convention Returning As In-Person New York Event In 2022:  
https://deadline.com/2021/09/broadwaycon-fan-convention-in-person-event-2022-1234834280/.   

 
Classical-Music.com-Rent related article, 10 of the best stage musicals of all time: https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/best-
stage-musicals-of-all-time/.   
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News.Yahoo.com-Rent related article, Netflix's Tick, Tick... Boom! Is Based on the True Story of Broadway Legend Jonathan Larson: 
https://news.yahoo.com/netflixs-tick-tick-boom-based-233047417.html.   

 
 
 

 
                                            BAVPA ALUMNI (GRADUATION YEARS UNKNOWN) and MISCELLANEOUS NEWS  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Three BAVPA alumni, OBSIDIAN BELLIS, MONET KILFER, JAMES MOFFITT and nine other artists created murals for the Albright-Knox 
Cobblestone Commons project, https://www.albrightknox.org/community/ak-public-art/cobblestone-commons.  For several of these creators, 

their contribution to Cobblestone Commons is their first or largest public work to date. This outstanding, distinct set of voices reflects the 
beautiful diversity found in the region. 
 

BuffaloRising.com article, Progress Report: Cobblestone Commons: https://www.buffalorising.com/2020/08/progress-report-cobblestone-
commons/.   
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