THE BEACON
PA ALUMNI NEWS]

Our light shone vesterday,

N
il

emanates today,

and enlightens tomorrow.

JANUARY 2019

If you would like to unsubscribe The BAVPA Beacon newsletter, please contact RON MANGUM ( magnumforce89@agmail.com) or RUSSELL
LINK at (rclbuffalo@msn.com) . This Il etter is a great way to keep evervgspopleasehaipfustome cff a b ¢
keep it going.

LATEST BAVPA ALUMNI NEWS AND UPDATES

Gospel Singer/Entertainer ALEXIS SPIGHT (2011) was mentioned in the Getuprica.com article, Where Are They Now: Sunday Best
Contestants ( https://getuperica.com/110072/sunday-best-contestants/) article. Spi ght 6 s o f f http:i/vanw.alexésbpsghttcem/.
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Folk Singer/Musician/Activist GRACE STUMBERG (2007) performs at The Tralf
(http://tralfmusichall.com ) in Buffalo January 5 at 7PM:https://gracestumberg.com/.

Educator, Saxophonist and Composer JAMES BRANDON LEWIS
(2001) performs Sons D'Hiver Festival in Le Kremlin-bicétre, FR
February 1:http://www.jblewis.com/.

Listen to Lewis single, Haden is Beautiful (https://jamesbrandonlewis.bandcamp.com/track/haden-is-beauty ) from his latest album, An Unruly
Manifesto; the album will be released February.

VICTORIA PEREZ (1997) is the Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Raices Theatre Company (www.raicestheatrecompany.com), SMIRNA
MERCEDES-PEREZ (1992) and LISETTE DEJESUS are RTC members. RTC presents Desde El Puente April 19-May 5. BroadwayWorld.com
article about 2018 seRson (btws:/dwvw®.Broa@lwayworld.com/buffalo/article/Races-Theatre-Company-Announces-2018-19-
Season-Including-Musical-Version-Of-DESDE-EL-PUENTE-20181103) f or ti ckets and i nformation, go t

WBFO.oorgarticl e about Rai ces The aBarcelden the Recks:httpu/mews.whfalargpost/@tinp-theater-company-
portrays-generational-difficulties ?fbclid=IwAROFJfbnsitmHxoXZDPYJ28WO0v1SWxcjikPAN-AHRMN|DNRpuoHsPxRGAS5dA.
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The Alvin Ailey Dance Company ( based in NYC), celebrates its 60" anniversary season with the return of Jessica Lang's luminous 2018
premiere EN ( https://www.alvinailey.ora/performances/repertory/en ) with performances December 19, 20 and 26 at 7:30PM. Lang's 100"
ballet and her Ailey choreographic debut, EN a celebratory ensemble work set to original music by composer Jakub Ciupinski, with costumes
by BRADON MCDONALD (1993).

McDonald to create costumes for the Utah Opera (http://www.utahopera.ora/) Vi ncenz o B eNormanobé semiospaged at,
Abravanel Hall in May 2019 while the Capitol Theatre undergoes renovations.

SCOTT fAGUSO POI TsRpr8ductibrocarpenter in the new Broadway musical comedy, The Prom: https://theprommusical.com/.

The Prom musical related news, register for the 2019 Broadway Teachers Workshop ( http://www.broadwayteachinggroup.com/ ) for more
information, go to link. BroadwayWorld.com article:https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Broadway-Opens-Its-Doors-To-Theatre-Teachers-
At-The-2019-Broadway-Teachers-Workshop-20181202.

The Prom original Broadway cast is available for purchase. BroadwayWorld.com article:https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/THE-PROM-
Original-Broadway-Cast-Recording-Available-1214-Hear-the-First-Single-Now-20181213.

Papermag.com/The Prom star Kate Marilley related article, This Understudy Went On Stage a Nobody and Came Back a Star:
http://www.papermag.com/kate-marilley-the-prom-2623219578.html.

Poitras is the Head Carpenter of the Broadway musical, Th e B a n d orsstagd n®w at the Ethel Barrymore Theatre. Official website:
http://thebandsvisitmusical.com.

The Bandoekted/artgle, tSave on Broadway shows and restaurants with NYC winter deals: LATimes.com article:
https://www.latimes.com/travel/la-tr-deal-new-york-city-winter-savings-20181219-story.html .

The Bandédvasndmimted for the 2019 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album category (http://www.playbill.com/article/jesus-
christ-superstar-live-in-concert-the-bands-visit-and-more-cast-albums-receive-2019-grammy-award-nominations), the Grammys will air

DCMetroTheatreAr t s. c oreldted réicleBAnrndedveew Withgony Award-Winning Playwright ltamar Moses:
https://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/2018/11/26/an-interview-with-tony-award-winning-playwright-itamar-moses/.

TheatreJones.com articleabout Th e B a n d inssicHl beainig adapted from film script to stage:
http://www.theaterjones.com/ntx/features/20181213171627/2018-12-13/Pages-from-the-Arts-December-2018.

Poitras is the Advance Flyman on SaraBareil | e s 6 p e n n &ditress(stips/Avhitressthemusical.com ) on Broadway at Brooks
Atkinson Theater.

The producers of the Broadway hit Waitress have announced that original cast member Stephanie Torns will put on the apron in the role of
Jenna ( https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Not-a-Bad-ldea-Stephanie-Torns-to-Play-Jenna-in-WAITRESS-Through-Jan-6-20181211 )
December 11-January 6;Bareilles returns to Broadway January 7-February 3, with Gavin Creel as Dr. Pomatter! Broadway.com article.
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Breaking-Sara-Bareilles-Will-Return-to-WAITRESS-on-Broadway-in-January-with-Gavin-Creel-as-Dr-
Pomatter-20181207.

Playbill.com article, Watch Waitress Sara Bareilles Sing Her Newest Song Armor:http://www.playbill.com/article/watch-waitress-sara-bareilles-
sing-her-newest-song-armor.

Playbill.com/Waitress related article, The Top 10 Musical Fandoms of 2018 on Tumblr:http://www.playbill.com/article/the-top-10-musical-
fandoms-of-2018-on-tumblr.

Playbill.com article, Why Sara Bareilles, Diane Paulus, and Jessie Nelson Changed Waitress6 Ol d Joe t o
Josie:http://www.playbill.com/article/why-sara-bareilles-diane-paulus-and-jessie-nelson-changed-waitress-old-joe-to-josie.

Smash alum Katharine McPhee to make her West End debut in Waitress February 8-March 7. Playbill.com article,
http://www.playbill.com/article/katharine-mcphee-to-star-in-west-end-waitress.

Playbill.com article, David Hunter, Marisha Wallace & More to Join Katharine McPhee in London Premiere of Waitress:
https://www.broadway.com/buzz/194249/david-hunter-marisha-wallace-more-to-join-katharine-mcphee-in-london-premiere-of-waitress/.

BroadwayWorld.com article, VIDEO: Katharine McPhee Gears Up For Her Shift in WAITRESS in London
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/VIDEO-Katharine-McPhee-Gears-Up-For-Her-Shift-in-WAITRESS.
-in-London-20181124.

L o n d o WéstsEnd Waitress cast to host album karaoke sessions February 19 and March 18. Playbill.com article:
http://www.playbill.com/article/west-end-waitress-will-host-cast-album-karaoke-sessions.

Poitras is on the production staff of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (https://beautifulonbroadway.com ) running on Broadway
at Sondheim Theatre.

Chilina Kennedy returns to Beautiful: The Carole Musical January 3. Broadway.com article: https://www.broadway.com/buzz/194253/some-
kind-of-wonderful-chilina-kennedy-will-return-to-beautiful-the-carole-king-musical/.

5 questions with Beautiful: The Carole King Musical star, Abby Mueller. TheatreMania.com article
https://www.theatermania.com/broadway/news/5-questions-with-beautiful-the-carole-king-musical 87065.html.
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Woman to Woman - The Conversation
Part |
A History of Women

By Kristin A. Crage

Author/ Dancer/African Drum Instructor and Educator KRISTIN CRAGE (1988) latest publication, Woman to Woman-The
Conversation, Part | is available for purchase:https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/woman-to-woman-the-conversation-
part-i-kristin -a-crage/1129802402?ean=9780692164617&fbclid=IwAR3SgwOnU0alrVkVDIMgMH-iD5
y1K66DzNfpaKTsyEpHIkQz1INX5Smkmrpw.

Woman to Woman-The Conversation, Part | Book Overview

This series is about the conversations we never had, need t oliving\oging a nid
and learning while finding self-worth and dignity in the face of serious setbacks and major challenges. This is the journey of releasing pain
and anger, no judgment and no-holds-barred and finding the way to love. The Woman to Woman series is for every woman.

st
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the New York Premiere of

THREE WAY

~ THE TENNESSEAN

“A bright and magnificent score....
expertly structured and paced...
an effortlessly funny, clever and
deeply resonant opera” ~ OPERA NEWS

Composer/Musician and Educator ROBERT P AT ERS ON dleree(WhPdp&a collaboration with David Cote and Nashville Opera,
conducted by Dean Williamson and originally directed by John Hoomes, received an Original Cast Recording Grammy nomination for
producer Blanton Alspaugh in the Classical music ( https://www.grammy.com/grammys/news/2019-grammy-awards-complete-nominations-
list?fbclid=IwWAR3NZEuxoDEFF3D7n0x2wNxs1laNp-nHAh8zYkjgHwWQ-b-Vf15cZ8mOPyto#27 ) category.

Paterson and Mostly Modern Festival are accepting applications for their annual music festival, June 9-June 29 in Saratoga,FL. Submission
deadlines and fees January 15, $95.00 February 1, $125.00; notification of acceptance February 15:https:/mostlymodernfestival.org/apply-
composers?fbclid=IwWARIMVr8TLzlds gjYsIuT2BT0ZpSy Q10gteqMUhQ2o0clLv861izRvYD dnE.

Paterson wrote a piece called Embracing The Wind, for flute for Aureole Trio ( https://www.aureoletrio.com/ ) now available for purchase on
ArkivMusic.com and Amazon.com

Paterson will be composer-in-residence with the Charles Ives Concert Series (http:/danburymusiccentre.org/charles-ives-concert- series/),
the residency will culminate in performances of selected chamber works throughout the season.

LISAVITRANO (1988)t o perform i n the Road L easmualfundaaiseriSereen 1 IStage,ua@ubiicosoréesplay reading
seriesd6The Princess Bride April 6; for tickets, go to https://roadlesstraveledproductions.org/. BroadwayWord.com article about the reading.
https://www.broadwayworld.com/buffalo/article/RLTP-Announces-Screenplay-Reading-Fundraiser-in-2019-20181030.

Vitrano performed in the Buffalo 48 Hour Film Festival (http://www.48hourfilm.com/buffalo-ny ), science fiction drama short, Summer Lost; the
film won 6 awards. Summer Lost will represent Buffalo against other 48 Hour national and international film winners at Filmapaloozain
Florida March, 2019.

Singer, Multi-instrumentalist, Poet, Songwriter, Activist and Businesswoman ANI D1 F R A NsGX9&7), Mitski, Julien Baker and MUNA
to be featured on Bleachers' ( https://store.bleachersmusic.com ) Terrible Thrills, Vol. 3 album. Billboard.com article about the album
(https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/pop/8486407/bleachers-cover-album-mitski-julien-baker ), the album will be released early
2019.

DiFra n c onfemoir, No Walls and the Recurring Dream (https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/558143/no-walls-and-the-recurring-
dream-by-ani- difranco/?ref=PRH7485D7E9F 1&aid=randohouseinc3484-20&linkid=PRH7485D7E9F1 will be available for purchase May 7:
https://www.righteousbabe.com/.
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Prince/DiFranco related news, three Prince vinyl reissues Mu s i c ol o g and Bldn2t Earth coming to be released February 8.
TwinCities.com article:https://www.twincities.com/2018/12/14/3-more-prince-reissues-coming-and-available-on-purple-vinyl/.

DifFranco performed on the Anais Mi t ¢ hidddéstbenconcept al bum (avail abl e momw labeh). TRd ngubicak o u s
will bein previews at National's Olivier Theatre in London, UK. Hadestown is scheduled to begin performances March 22 and open April 17.
NewYorkTimes.com article about the production:https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/theater/hadestown-anais-mitchell-broadway.html.

Listen to DiFranco sing Ha d e s t oOunL&dy of the Underground ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MOUIFx6xPI&list=PLGuw-
FejGIImOOblyd6RN8cENuspSwKO0g&index=10 ) and the rest of the musicalé s song | i st .

JESSE L. MARTIN (1987) portrays Detective Joe West on the CW-TV (http://www.cwtv.com/) superhero series, The Flash. Check out other
Martin related news below.

THE FLASH, RENT, SMASH/BOMBSHELL, THE LETTER CARRIER, SEXUAL HEALING FILM AND LAW & ORDER NEWS

ComicBook.com article about X-Men: First Class writer Zack Stentz returning to The Flash:https://comicbook.com/dc/2018/11/29/zack-stentz-
returning-to-the-flash/.

ComicBook.com article, John Welsey Shipp Teases More '90s The Flash:https://comicbook.com/dc/2018/12/19/john-wesley-shipp-teases-
flash-90-return/.

Inverse.com article, 5 Crisis on Infinite Earths Questions That Could Change the Arrowverse:https://www.inverse.com/article/51709-crisis-on-
infinite-earths-5-questions-that-could-change-the-arrowverse.

Nextyeard s C W/ v&seldrossover event, Crisis on Infinite Earths will air in 2019. Air date, TBD. Collider.com article:
http://collider.com/crisis-on-infinite-earths-explained/.

The Flash and the Furious episode promo trailer (https://www.superherohype.com/news/429947-the-flash-episode-5-10-promo-the-flash-the-
furious ), the series will return January 15.

EW.com article, The 15 best episodes of The Flash, ranked:https://ew.com/tv/the-flash-15-best-episodes-ranking/.
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ComicBook.com article, The Flash Costume Almost Had a Radical Redesign:https://comicbook.com/dc/2018/12/06/the-flash-tv-show-
costume-season-4-design-concept-art-alternate/.
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Kiersey Clemons, Valentina, Tinashe, Mario, Keala Settle, Brandon Victor Dixon, Vanessa Hudgens, Keala Settle, Hannahleu Cabanilla
and Jordan Fisher cast in Fox's Rent Live! Air date, January 27, 2019: https://www.fox.com/rent/.

Playbill.com article, See the Cast of Fox's Rent: Live Give a Sneak Peek of the Show:http://www.playbill.com/article/see-the-cast-of-foxs-rent-
live-give-a-sneak-peek-of-the-show.

BoadwayWorld.com article, Photo Flash: See Vanessa Hudgens, Jordan Fisher During Rehearsals for RENT
LIVE:https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Photo-Flash-See-Vanessa-Hudgens-Jordan-Fisher-During-Rehearsals-
for-RENT-LIVE-20181217.

Billboard.com article, Why Rent Is Still Relevant: Vanessa Hudgens, Valentina & Tinashe Preview the Live Musical:
https://www.billboard.com/articles/events/women-in-music/8488977/rent-live-cast-vanessa-hudgens-valentina-interview.

Inquisitr.com article, Rent Live Drops First Official Cast Photos For World AIDS Day:https://www.inquisitr.com/5193437/rent-live-drops-first-
official-cast-photos-for-world-aids-day/.

People.com article, Vanessa Hudgens and Jordan Fisher Give Us Perfectly '90s Vibes in This RENT First Look: https://people.com/tv/rent-live-

photo-vanessa-hudgens-jordan-fisher/.

BroadwayWorld.com/Rent related article, Video: The Cast of RENT LIVE! Assembles for Their First Photo Shoot!
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Video-The-Cast-of-RENT-LIVE-Assembles-for-Their-First-Photo-Shoot-20181121.

Rent related news, In The Heights and Hamilton Lin-Ma n u e | Miranda to dir gctRehdmat hreurs ickarl s cmr éesat (fr )

Ti ckéBofimVani t yFair. com/ Ti ck Heightscelkate®Batile/Cover Stohyehe Supercalifragilistic Lin-Manuel
Miranda:https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2018/11/cover-story-the-supercalifragilistic-lin-manuel-miranda.

Rentnat i onal tour rolls into Shhtpsd/ewwwesheas.arg/ "Marcly26-8%, 2049. Fohtiekets anal shHow times, go to
link.

Miranda received a star at the Hollywoodd &Valk of Fame ceremony in LA November 30; parody song composer Weird Al Yankovic received a
star. Playbill.com article/video of the HWF ceremony http://www.playbill.com/article/watch-lin-manuel-miranda-receive-his-star-on-the-
hollywood-walk-of-fame.

Smash/Bombshell musical related article, How Do You Become the Head of a Major Television Network? http://www.playbill.com/article/how-
do-you-become-the-head-of-a-major-television-network.

Law & Order series article, Law & Order Coming to Katz Networks' Escape: https://www.broadcastingcable.com/news/law-order-coming-to-
katz-networks-escape?fbclid=IwAROQOWVWSpGfk1CpWKFYUGzr-pomTWPoLmMRWLKeaOK2fN3g2yglbze 7mo0.

The Marvin Gaye biopic, Sexual Healing related story; Jodie Turner-Smith (who portrays Grace Jones in the film),starsi n t he SYFY
series, NightFlyers. Dispatch.com article:https://www.dispatch.com/entertainmentlife/20181129/george-rr-martin-creator-of-game-of-thrones-
explores-space-in-syfys-nightflyers.

et
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https://www.broadcastingcable.com/news/law-order-coming-to-katz-networks-escape?fbclid=IwAR0Q0WvWSpGfk1CpWKFYUGzr-pomTWPoLmRWLKeaQK2fN3g2yg1bze_7mo0
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Sexual Healing film related film, 2016 interview featuring Roy Williams about his play about Marvin Gaye, Soul. TheGuardian.com article:
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2015/nov/30/roy-williams-play-marvin-gaye-soul-royal-derngate?CMP=share_btn_fb.

Marvin Gaye/Sexual Healing film fashion news, Supreme clothing line launches Marvin Gaye Capsule Collection. HotNewHipHop.com article:
https://www.hotnewhiphop.com/supreme-launches-marvin-gaye-capsule-collection-news.66722.html.

Marvin Gaye and Tap Dance icon Gregory Hines were honored with USPS. BestClassicBands.com article about the Black Legends stamp
series:https://bestclassicbands.com/marvin-gaye-stamp-11-21-18/.

CHRISTINA BYKOWICZ (1985) teaches English as a second language online in Beijing, a kindergarten- 6" grade teacher, a high school drama
instructor and a privately tutor. Bykcowicz is in the process of opening an early education school based on the principles of Reggio Emilia-
enquiry based learning, Pikler- respective care and a forest school.

MI KE STARZYNSKI (1984) appear s hitm/oc@dén€lamdoomlpdny.&m/Site/m plunargckess through December
23; for tickets and show times, go to link. BuffaloTheatreGuide.com review:https://buffalotheatrequide.com/2018/12/03/theatre-review-
nuncrackers-the-nunsense-christmas-musical-at-oconnell-company/?fbclid=IwAR37x6U-
vdoUo6W8BMEahn3QqPZxj5PBZJKmMJSZn6KBaKXHAZLXVOMJIBp6Mo

. LFl* Rabbit’s * -

A

Donna L. Washington = mustraced by Shane W. Evans

Aut hor , Musician and Ch iSHANE&HhBVANSEtiemded BAVPA fsomithe 6169 grade. Evans illustrated pictures for the
African American holiday picture book, L i 6| Rabbi twrigen KwZonna b.aVashington. EagleNewsOnline.com article about the book:
https://www.eaglenewsonline.com/news/opinion/point-of-view/2018/12/04/the-ffl-buzz-holiday-reads-picture-books/.

Blues Musician LUCKY PETERSON attended BAVPA 1978-1979. Peterson ( celebrating 50 years of performing concerts worldwide), will be in
concert at La Caréne, Brest, FR March 13:http://www.luckypeterson.com.

EuropeJazz.netar t i cl e ab o ul0-ydarectreer:Istip:Nvénwsv.europejazz.net/news/lucky-peterson-tour-europe-2019.
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http://www.europejazz.net/news/lucky-peterson-tour-europe-2019

BAVPA ALUMNI (GRADUATION YEARS UNKNOWN) and MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

The Gol f Qi dearn: @hed&soneration of VALENTINO DIXON ( https://www.golfchannel.com/video/27-years-exoneration-valentino-
dixon-trailer ), a documentary film about the wrongly imprisoned artist whose vindication started with his sketch of Au g u s t( ahe $1asters
gol f 't our farmech &2 hodey, will rebroadcast on NBC December 23 at 7PM.

CHANON JUDSON is a member of the social justice-focused dance company, Urban Bush Women:https://www.urbanbushwomen.org/.



https://www.golfchannel.com/video/27-years-exoneration-valentino-dixon-trailer
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CONSEQUENCES

AUTHOR A. A. LEWIS

Author AA LEWIS wrote the Buffalo-Ba s ed 9 0 6rovely The al6 Love & Consequences:https://dspublishing.net/.

CRISANTA MELENDEZ was the VFX Coordinator for the Netflix superhero series, Raising Dion:https://www.netflix.com/title/80117803.
L1 Z YOUNGOISabsSanked #79 in Fortunema g a z i rhepd//ortyne.com/inner-city-100/studiolabs-79/) Top 100 inner city businesses.

§§\

&

The AACC PAUL ROBESON THEATRE ( http://www.aaccbuffalo.ora/), is holding its 2" annual August Wilson Monologue (Buffalo)
competition at RBekivdll dallghttdg:/duffaléssatepac.orag/) February 9. The competition is open to BPS, charter schools
and private school students. For information, go to https://thechallengernews.com/2018/10/2nd-annual-august-wilson-monologue
competition/?fbclid=IwAR3A 7MqFj5Bo0UgaGUw7bnigGaq N39NhOWclb 1WBCF1lyBsziagXAeagE.



https://dspublishing.net/
https://www.netflix.com/title/80117803
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Road Less Traveled Productions ( https://roadlesstraveledproductions.org/ ) presents Miss Bennett Christmas at Pemberley ( at Shea
710 Theatre) through December 22. For tickets and show times, go to link. BuffaloRising.com review:https://www.buffalorising.com/2018/12
/miss-bennet-christmas-at-pemberley-is-just-right-for-date-night-a-delightful-rom-com-using-characters-from-jane-austens-pride-and
prejudice/?fbclid=IwAR3b6w7mGap4PvvK nEMRNXsgYOEIQ47Lfs4YWE32yPBumJsglL 78q1HG4lo.

WBFO.org article (http://news.wbfo.org/post/local-theaters-new-home-found-along-road-less-traveled) about the theatr edlf
BAVPA alumna VICTORIA PEREZ (1996), LISA VITRANO (1988) and other BAVPA alumni has performedor directed past RL
he theatre company had its red ribbon opening, October 26.

BAVPA FACULTY, STAFF & FRIENDS

KELLY BEUTH is a Theatre instructor awwsBsSAuktheamedorgd CdArtesticsDirecmr. Subvesive e 0 s
presents Tales of the Driven January 25-February 16. For tickets and show times, go to link.

Beut h 6s mambsroftlke Brazened Faced Varlets Theatre Company (http://www.varlets.org/home.html ) Brazened Faced presents For
tickets and information, go to link.

Opera singer/activist JULIA BULLOCK performed in John Adams 6 s o, Pacto@Atomic ( https://www.metopera.org/user-
information/synopses-archive/doctor-atomic ), the production received a Grammy nomination for Best Opera. OperaNews.com
article,https://www.operanews.com/Opera_News_Magazine/2018/12/News/61 _Grammy_ Anthony Roth Costanzo, Doctor_ Atomic,
The (R)evolution_of Steve Jobs.html.

Actor, Director and Acting Instructor JOSIE DIVINCENZO ( http://www.josiedivincenzo.com/ ) is conducting Film and TV acting classes. For
information, see flyer.

SAUL ELKIN is an actor, director and founder of the Jewish Repertory Theatre of WNY (http://jewishrepertorytheatre.com/) and
Shakespeare in Delaware Park, http://shakespeareindelawarepark.org/. JRT presents T a | | e y 6Febrdatyl4-digrch 3, 2019.
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